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2022 was the first full year since covid and lockdowns, and across the sport people have been 

adjusting to another new normal. For us it meant the return of the Suffolk Winter League, the 

Hockey’s 5K and a Club Championship with actual races. The Thurlow 5&10 went back to how they 

used to be before social distancing.  

Across the sport and in other sports there’s been a noticeable drop in participation at events, and at 

this stage nobody is really sure why. It’s possible we’re experiencing a covid hangover, but the cost 

of living could also be deterring people from going to events. At a club level there’s also been a drop 

in participation, with fewer people coming to training, social events and events like the time trial.  

It’s clear there is work to do but one thing has hindered the club more than anything this year, and 

that’s the capacity of the committee. There are tasks that have to be done, and then there are things 

you would like to do, or would like to do better. It should be obvious that when time is in limited 

supply, the committee have to prioritise where that time is used.  

Over the past year this has led to some unpopular decisions being made, and it’s been clear from 

some of the reactions to those decisions, that not everyone in the club understands the correlation. 

We’d love to be able to do more, or do certain things better, but without the manpower that’s never 

going to be possible. 

As we start a new year, please do what you can to support the club and the committee, in whatever 

way you can. I appreciate that not everyone will have the time, but kindness costs nothing. 

I’d like to end by saying a massive thank you to all of this years committee, past and present. Most of 

the work that you do goes unseen, but I know and appreciate all of the time and effort you’ve put in. 

 

 

 

 


